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Friday 9th June 2017 
From Mrs May 

 Along with the rest of the country, Longwood children have 
been voting in our own school election this week. On 
Monday, some of the year six children presented their 

manifestos in assembly. A question and answer session followed. They all stood up for themselves 
and had to think quickly on their feet. At the end, they each made an impromptu extra speech when 
Miss Cowan said that she was finding it difficult to choose between the candidates! The children 
voted on Thursday, being careful to vote for the party with the best policy, rather than their friends. 
It was very close but the winning party was Nia and Lily’s Royal Rabbits. Nia is the new Longwood 
Prime Minister. Her acceptance speech in assembly was positive and forward-looking. Nia and her 
deputy, Lily, will have an audience with me next week to discuss what policies to implement and 
how to do so. Thank goodness there was a clear overall winner! Well done to all the candidates.  

There was great excitement on Wednesday, when the new markings were added to our playground. 
They are vibrant and fun and the children are enjoying them already. 
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Summer Fete  

Plans for the fete have been underway for some time. I hope you have seen the posters appearing 
around school. Please make sure the date is in your diary. It’s Saturday 24th June at 12pm. Make sure 
you are hungry as there will be plenty of food to buy. There will be a Pimm’s and Real Ale tent, so 
you might like to book a taxi home! If you are able to help on a stall, please put your name on the 
rota of volunteers in reception. We need all sorts of donations too, so please don’t hold back. Your 
support will ensure that the children have a fabulous time. 

 
Nursery News 
 
Back in April, the Oak children made a birthday card and sent it to the Queen. Inside were drawings 

of her along with their handprints. On 31st May, we received a reply from Buckingham Palace! Please 

feel free to come to our room and have a read. 
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Friends of Longwood 
 
With the fete fast approaching, we are looking for parents to help out for a maximum of 1 hour of 

their time.  This is mainly to give staff and other parents a break so that everyone can enjoy the day - 

obviously the more volunteers we get, the less time we will require from everyone as well!  In 

particular, we are looking for people with skills in Face Painting or Henna. This request isn't just 

focused on the mums. Dads - we are looking to run some sports activities with time trials, so if any of 

you are able to help out that would be great as well.  The fete is such a fun day for everyone and 

wouldn't happen without the teachers giving up their time, so thanks to them and all of the parents 

who have already stepped forward to help.  If you can be of assistance, please contact us on the 

usual email fol@longwoodschool.co.uk or speak to Mrs May, who will be more than happy to take 

your details.  

A reminder as well that the 'Market Place' will be up and running - if you or anyone you know would 

be interested in having a stall, please contact Hala on 07831 399599 or email 

hala_alhindawi@yahoo.co.uk . 

 

KS1 Visit to Gulliver’s Park by Mack and Rocco 

We went to Dinosaur Land. We went on a tractor ride which was fun. Then we went inside massive 
dinosaur eggs and Mrs Bointon took photos of us. Then we went on two boats and we saw lots of 
dinosaurs, a bear and a sabre-tooth tiger. We made slime. Rocco and I made bogie slime. Then we 
went on plastic cows and we saw some baby lambs, some pigs and some ponies. We also made 
cakes. They tasted great. My favourite part was in the barn where we saw loads of sheep and rabbits 
(Rocco) and my favourite bit was where we saw the rabbits (Mack). The weather was good. It was 
sunny and a bit windy. When we got home, we were tired but it was a good day.  
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UKS2 Visit to the Hindu Mandir by Amelia H 

On Tuesday, we went to Neasden to the big Hindu temple. It is a beautiful building. It has hand-
chiselled carvings made from marble inside and out. It was crafted in India and shipped across to 
England, piece by piece. It took three years to build. I learnt lots about Hinduism and one of the facts 
was that they do a ceremony called Arti every day, where they sing and pray to statues of the gods. 
Unfortunately, it was raining so we could not see the beautiful carvings from the outside, but inside, 
it was amazing. When you looked up, you thought it was never-ending, because it was so big and 
majestic. This Thursday the spiritual leader of Hindusim is coming to England to worship at the 
temple and to meet with British Hindus.  [Editor’s note – the rain didn’t allow for outside pictures 
and we were not allowed to take photographs inside the mandir .] 
 

Buddy Bus Stop Competition – Message from Louis and Rory 

We want to add a Buddy Bus Stop to our playground, so that children who don’t have anyone to play 

with, or want to find a new friend, have somewhere to go and meet new children. Children who are 

playing a game can go and collect children from the Buddy Bus Stop and invite them to join their 

group. If there are two children at the Buddy Bus Stop, they can go off and play together.  

We are holding a competition to design the Buddy Bus Stop. It will be made into a sturdy, plastic sign 

on an aluminium pole. Children have been given a design sheet today and the deadline for this 

competition is Monday 12th June. Good luck! 

Secondary Transfer Reminder (for current Year 5 parents) 
 
South West Hertfordshire Schools Consortium Admissions Testing will be closing at 6 pm on Friday 

16th June 2017.  Late registrations will not be permitted. South West Herts Schools Consortium test 

registration website is as follows: http://www.swhertsschools.org.uk/.  There are links to each school’s 

website, and a frequently asked questions section. If parents consider their child might be 

disadvantaged under the terms of the Disability Discrimination Act, or has special educational needs 

which require the test centre to make particular provision for the tests, they must provide written 

evidence of this from their child’s current school Headteacher.  This evidence must be sent immediately 

after registering for the test.  Please send a copy of the test registration confirmation email with written 

evidence as follows:  BY POST to South West Herts Schools Tests, PO BOX 2439, Watford, WD18 

1UZ; or  SCAN AND EMAIL the evidence to swhsconsortium@gmail.com. This paperwork must be 

received by Friday 16th June 2017. 

Class/Group Photographs 

Thank you to everyone for your photo orders. The deadline is today and I will be sending the school 
order off on Monday morning. 

Guidance for Parents 
 
I hope you like this article. https://curiousmindmagazine.com/parents-who-raise-good-kids/  
  

http://www.swhertsschools.org.uk/
mailto:swhsconsortium@gmail.com
https://curiousmindmagazine.com/parents-who-raise-good-kids/
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Congratulations 

Seun and Nia (UKS2) showed me their artwork this week. The children have been learning about 
Andy Warhol and creating their own Pop Art. Well done to both girls. Their work is on display in their 
classroom. It looks great, so please take a look. 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 12th June All day LKS2 to Affinity Water Children need a 
packed lunch. The cost 
of this trip is £24. This 
will be added to your 
invoice. 

Tuesday 13th June All day FS to Kew Gardens Children need a 
packed lunch. The cost 
of this trip is £27. This 
will be added to your 
invoice. 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential trip 
to PGL Osmington Bay 

 

Wednesday 21st June All day KS1 & LKS2 visit to the 
Story Centre 

Rescheduled from 
16/5. The cost is £14. 
Children will need a 
packed lunch. 

Thursday 22nd June 7pm in classrooms Meeting for parents of 
children moving into a 
new preschool or 
school class.  

 

Friday 23rd June During the school day FT & FW visit to 
Woodside Park Farm 

Children need a 
packed lunch in a 
disposable bag. The 
cost of this trip is £16. 
This will be added to 
your invoice 

Saturday 24th June 12-3pm in the school 
grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery 
and school families 
and friends 

Tuesday 27th June Morning Swimming gala For KS2 parents – very 
low key, details to 
follow 

Thursday 29th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch 
games and share 
picnic lunch 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 29th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share 
picnic lunch and 
watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 
3.30. 

Friday 30th June 5.30-6.30 Mini disco  For FT/FW and FS 

Friday 30th June 7-9pm Main school disco For KS1 & KS2 

Tuesday 4th July 9.05 – 9.30 FT class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  9.05 - 9.30 FW class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  Evening Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to 
attend. Parents and 
friends all welcome. 

Thursday 7th Sept 7pm at school  Letters and Sounds 
Evening 

For preschool, 
reception and KS1 
parents 

Sunday 10th Sept Cassiobury Park, 12pm 
onwards 

FoL Family Picnic Bring your own picnic. 
Come and have fun 

Friday 29th Sept 9am in the school hall McMillan Coffee 
Morning 

All parents invited. 
Cake donations 
welcome. 

Thursday 5th Oct 7pm at school Open Evening Please spread the 
word. This event is for 
potential Longwood 
parents. Year 5/6 
children to attend. 

Week beginning 9th 
October 

To be arranged 
directly with class 
teachers 

Settling in meetings 
for preschool, FS, year 
1, 3 & 5 parents 

A chance to parents to 
meet individually with 
class teachers 

Friday 20th October St James’ Church, 
Bushey at 9.15am 

Harvest Festival All parents welcome 
(FS-UKS2). Tea and 
coffee afterwards.  

Friday 24th Nov After school/time to 
be confirmed 

Mine movie and Main 
School movie 

 

 


